
why	did	jesus	condemn	the	practice	of	corban
why	did	jesus	condemn	the	practice	of	corban	is	a	question	that	delves	into	the	ethical	and	religious	teachings
presented	in	the	New	Testament.	This	practice,	which	involved	dedicating	something	as	a	gift	to	God,	often	became	a
loophole	for	neglecting	familial	responsibilities.	Jesus’	criticism	of	corban	highlights	his	broader	message	about	the
importance	of	genuine	faith,	moral	integrity,	and	compassion	over	ritualistic	observance.	Understanding	why	Jesus
condemned	the	practice	of	corban	requires	exploring	the	historical	context,	the	scriptural	accounts,	and	the	implications
for	Jewish	law	and	society.	This	article	will	examine	the	meaning	of	corban,	the	biblical	narratives	where	Jesus	addresses
this	issue,	the	reasons	behind	his	condemnation,	and	the	lessons	that	emerge	for	contemporary	faith	and	ethical
behavior.	This	comprehensive	analysis	aims	to	clarify	why	this	issue	was	significant	in	Jesus’	ministry	and	its	continuing
relevance	in	religious	discourse.

Understanding	the	Practice	of	Corban
Jesus’	Criticism	of	Corban	in	the	Gospels
Reasons	for	Jesus’	Condemnation	of	Corban
Implications	of	Corban	on	Religious	and	Social	Ethics
Lessons	from	Jesus’	Teachings	on	Corban	for	Today

Understanding	the	Practice	of	Corban
The	term	"corban"	originates	from	the	Hebrew	word	 ןָּבְרקָ 	(qorbān),	meaning	a	gift	or	offering	dedicated	to	God.	In	Jewish
tradition,	corban	referred	to	property,	money,	or	goods	set	aside	as	a	sacred	gift	to	the	temple	or	God.	This	dedication
was	meant	to	honor	God	and	support	religious	functions.	However,	over	time,	the	practice	was	susceptible	to	misuse	and
legalistic	manipulation.

Historical	and	Religious	Context	of	Corban
During	the	Second	Temple	period,	corban	became	an	established	religious	practice.	Devout	Jews	would	declare
something	corban,	effectively	dedicating	it	to	God	and	thus	removing	it	from	secular	use.	This	could	include	money	or
possessions	that	would	normally	be	used	for	family	welfare.	The	practice	was	intended	to	foster	generosity	and	devotion
but	was	vulnerable	to	exploitation	when	used	to	evade	familial	duties.

Legal	Framework	Surrounding	Corban
Jewish	law,	as	interpreted	by	the	Pharisees	and	religious	leaders,	allowed	corban	to	be	considered	inviolable	once
declared.	This	meant	that	an	individual	who	declared	something	corban	was	not	allowed	to	use	it	for	any	personal	or
family	needs.	While	this	protected	sacred	offerings,	it	also	created	potential	conflicts	between	religious	obligations	and
social	responsibilities.

Jesus’	Criticism	of	Corban	in	the	Gospels
Jesus’	condemnation	of	the	practice	of	corban	is	explicitly	recorded	in	the	Gospel	of	Mark	(7:9-13)	and	the	Gospel	of
Matthew	(15:3-6).	In	these	passages,	Jesus	challenges	the	Pharisees	and	scribes	for	allowing	corban	to	be	used	as	a
pretext	to	neglect	the	care	of	one’s	parents,	thereby	violating	the	commandment	to	honor	father	and	mother.

Scriptural	Account	in	Mark	7:9-13
In	Mark’s	Gospel,	Jesus	addresses	the	crowd	and	his	disciples,	criticizing	the	Pharisees	for	their	traditions	that	nullified
God’s	commandments.	He	points	out	that	by	declaring	possessions	corban,	individuals	could	avoid	using	their	resources
to	support	their	parents.	Jesus	calls	this	practice	hypocritical,	as	it	elevates	human	traditions	above	divine	law.

Jesus’	Dialogue	with	the	Pharisees
Jesus	confronts	the	religious	leaders	directly,	accusing	them	of	allowing	people	to	"invalidate	the	word	of	God	by	your
tradition."	This	confrontation	highlights	the	tension	between	Jesus’	emphasis	on	heartfelt	obedience	to	God’s	commands
and	the	Pharisees’	focus	on	ritualistic	observance	and	legal	loopholes.

Reasons	for	Jesus’	Condemnation	of	Corban
Jesus	condemned	the	practice	of	corban	primarily	because	it	represented	a	distortion	of	true	religious	devotion.	By
prioritizing	ritual	over	ethical	obligations,	individuals	were	able	to	justify	neglecting	their	families,	which	contradicted
God’s	commandments.	This	condemnation	reflects	deeper	concerns	about	hypocrisy,	legalism,	and	misplaced	priorities	in
religious	practice.



Hypocrisy	and	Legalism
One	of	the	central	reasons	for	Jesus’	condemnation	is	the	hypocrisy	inherent	in	using	corban	to	avoid	moral
responsibilities.	While	outwardly	appearing	pious	by	dedicating	possessions	to	God,	individuals	were	effectively	ignoring
the	commandment	to	care	for	their	parents.	Jesus	criticized	this	legalistic	approach	that	emphasized	external	rituals	over
internal	righteousness.

Violation	of	God’s	Commandments
Jesus	emphasized	that	human	traditions	must	never	contradict	God’s	commandments.	The	practice	of	corban,	as
manipulated,	allowed	people	to	sidestep	the	scriptural	mandate	to	honor	father	and	mother.	Jesus’	rebuke	underscores
the	primacy	of	God’s	law	over	man-made	rules	and	traditions.

The	Danger	of	Misplaced	Priorities
The	declaration	of	corban	in	this	context	represented	a	misplacement	of	priorities—valuing	religious	offerings	above
essential	human	relationships	and	responsibilities.	Jesus	teaches	that	true	devotion	to	God	is	demonstrated	through	love,
care,	and	obedience	to	God’s	ethical	demands,	not	merely	through	ritualistic	acts.

Implications	of	Corban	on	Religious	and	Social	Ethics
The	practice	of	corban,	especially	as	condemned	by	Jesus,	reveals	important	insights	into	religious	and	social	ethics.	It
exposes	the	risks	of	religious	formalism	and	highlights	the	necessity	of	aligning	religious	practices	with	moral	and	social
responsibilities.

Impact	on	Family	Responsibilities
By	declaring	possessions	as	corban,	individuals	could	withhold	support	from	their	parents,	undermining	familial	care	and
social	cohesion.	Jesus’	teaching	stresses	that	religious	observance	must	not	come	at	the	expense	of	family	obligations.

Critique	of	Religious	Authority
Jesus’	condemnation	also	challenges	religious	authorities	who	permitted	or	encouraged	the	misuse	of	corban.	This
critique	calls	for	religious	leaders	to	uphold	justice,	compassion,	and	true	adherence	to	divine	law	rather	than	merely
enforcing	traditions.

Broader	Ethical	Lessons
The	importance	of	sincerity	in	religious	devotion
The	need	to	prioritize	ethical	duties	over	ritual	compliance
The	rejection	of	hypocrisy	and	self-serving	manipulation	of	religious	rules
The	call	for	integrating	faith	with	love	and	social	responsibility

Lessons	from	Jesus’	Teachings	on	Corban	for	Today
Jesus’	condemnation	of	the	practice	of	corban	remains	relevant	for	contemporary	religious	practice	and	ethical	reflection.
It	serves	as	a	reminder	to	evaluate	the	relationship	between	religious	rituals	and	moral	obligations	carefully.

Balancing	Tradition	and	Ethical	Responsibility
Modern	faith	communities	are	encouraged	to	ensure	that	traditions	do	not	overshadow	fundamental	ethical	principles
such	as	care	for	family	and	community.	Jesus’	teaching	invites	believers	to	prioritize	compassion	and	righteousness	over
mere	ceremonial	observance.

Guarding	Against	Religious	Hypocrisy
The	example	of	corban	warns	against	using	religion	as	a	cover	for	neglecting	important	duties.	Genuine	faith	involves
consistency	between	belief,	practice,	and	ethical	conduct.

Encouraging	Authentic	Devotion
Jesus’	critique	promotes	authentic	devotion	that	manifests	in	loving	actions	and	responsible	living.	It	challenges
individuals	to	reflect	on	how	their	religious	commitments	impact	their	relationships	and	societal	duties.

Questions
What	does	the	term	'Corban'	mean	in	the	context	of	Jesus'	condemnation?



'Corban'	is	a	Hebrew	term	meaning	a	gift	or	offering	dedicated	to	God,	often	implying	that	something	was	set	aside	for
religious	purposes	and	therefore	could	not	be	used	for	other	needs.
Why	did	Jesus	condemn	the	practice	of	Corban?

Jesus	condemned	the	practice	of	Corban	because	people	were	using	it	as	a	loophole	to	avoid	supporting	their	parents,
prioritizing	religious	offerings	over	their	familial	duties,	which	he	viewed	as	hypocritical	and	unjust.
How	did	the	practice	of	Corban	affect	family	responsibilities	according	to	Jesus?

The	practice	of	Corban	allowed	individuals	to	declare	their	possessions	as	dedicated	to	God,	thus	neglecting	their
responsibility	to	care	for	their	parents	or	relatives,	which	Jesus	criticized	as	neglecting	the	commandment	to	honor	one's
father	and	mother.
In	which	biblical	passage	does	Jesus	condemn	the	practice	of	Corban?

Jesus	condemns	the	practice	of	Corban	in	Mark	7:9-13,	where	he	criticizes	the	Pharisees	and	teachers	of	the	law	for
allowing	people	to	bypass	the	commandment	to	care	for	their	parents	by	declaring	their	possessions	as	Corban.
What	was	Jesus'	main	criticism	of	the	Pharisees	regarding	Corban?

Jesus	criticized	the	Pharisees	for	teaching	people	to	use	Corban	as	an	excuse	to	break	God's	commandments,	particularly
the	commandment	to	honor	and	care	for	one's	parents,	highlighting	their	hypocrisy	and	legalism.
How	does	the	condemnation	of	Corban	reflect	Jesus'	broader	teachings?

The	condemnation	of	Corban	reflects	Jesus'	broader	teaching	that	true	obedience	to	God	involves	sincere	love	and
respect	for	others,	not	just	outward	religious	rituals	or	legalistic	loopholes.
What	lesson	can	modern	readers	learn	from	Jesus'	condemnation	of	Corban?

Modern	readers	can	learn	the	importance	of	prioritizing	ethical	responsibilities	and	genuine	compassion	over	rigid
religious	practices	or	traditions	that	may	be	used	to	justify	neglecting	moral	duties.

1.	 Understanding	Corban:	Jesus'	Critique	of	Religious	Traditions	This	book	explores	the	historical	and	cultural
context	of	the	practice	of	Corban	during	the	time	of	Jesus.	It	analyzes	how	Jesus	challenged	the	Pharisees	and
other	religious	leaders	for	prioritizing	ritualistic	traditions	over	genuine	compassion	and	justice.	The	author	delves
into	biblical	texts	to	explain	why	Jesus	condemned	Corban	as	a	misuse	of	religious	law.

2.	 Corban	and	Covenant:	The	Clash	of	Tradition	and	True	Faith	Focusing	on	the	tension	between	traditional	Jewish
customs	and	the	teachings	of	Jesus,	this	book	examines	the	significance	of	Corban	in	first-century	Judaism.	It
highlights	how	Jesus’	condemnation	of	Corban	was	part	of	a	broader	critique	against	hypocrisy	and	legalism.
Readers	gain	insight	into	how	this	practice	affected	social	and	familial	responsibilities.

3.	 Jesus	and	the	Corban	Controversy:	A	Theological	Perspective	This	theological	study	offers	an	in-depth	analysis	of
the	Corban	passage	in	the	Gospels.	It	discusses	the	implications	of	Jesus’	condemnation	for	understanding	the
nature	of	divine	law	versus	human	traditions.	The	book	also	explores	contemporary	applications	of	Jesus’
teaching	on	Corban	in	modern	Christian	ethics.

4.	 When	Tradition	Betrays:	The	Story	Behind	Jesus’	Rejection	of	Corban	This	narrative-driven	work	provides
historical	background	on	the	Corban	practice	and	why	it	was	a	source	of	social	conflict	in	Jesus’	time.	Through
detailed	storytelling	and	scriptural	interpretation,	the	author	shows	how	Jesus’	denunciation	of	Corban	was	a	call
to	authentic	faith	and	moral	responsibility.	The	book	is	accessible	to	both	scholars	and	general	readers	interested
in	biblical	history.

5.	 Corban	and	Compassion:	Jesus’	Call	to	Prioritize	Love	Over	Law	Emphasizing	the	ethical	dimensions	of	Jesus’
teaching,	this	book	argues	that	the	condemnation	of	Corban	highlights	the	need	to	put	love	and	care	for	others
above	ritual	obligations.	It	examines	the	practical	consequences	of	Corban	on	families	and	the	poor,	showing	how
Jesus	advocated	for	social	justice.	The	author	connects	these	teachings	to	modern	Christian	practice.

6.	 Tradition	vs.	Truth:	Jesus’	Challenge	to	Corban	and	Religious	Hypocrisy	This	book	investigates	how	the	practice	of
Corban	exemplified	religious	hypocrisy	in	Jesus’	time.	By	analyzing	Gospel	accounts,	the	author	reveals	how	Jesus
exposed	the	emptiness	of	certain	traditions	that	hindered	true	worship	and	ethical	living.	The	work	also	discusses
the	broader	theme	of	Jesus’	opposition	to	legalism.

7.	 Corban	in	Context:	The	Historical	and	Scriptural	Background	Providing	a	comprehensive	overview,	this	book
situates	the	Corban	practice	within	Jewish	law	and	culture.	It	explains	how	and	why	Corban	was	used,	and	why
Jesus	condemned	it	as	a	way	to	evade	familial	duties.	The	author	uses	archaeological	findings	and	scriptural
exegesis	to	enrich	the	reader’s	understanding.

8.	 Jesus’	Teachings	on	Corban:	Implications	for	Faith	and	Practice	This	book	focuses	on	the	practical	implications	of
Jesus’	critique	of	Corban	for	contemporary	believers.	It	encourages	readers	to	reflect	on	how	religious	practices
today	might	sometimes	conflict	with	ethical	responsibilities.	The	author	offers	guidance	on	balancing	tradition
and	authentic	faithfulness.

9.	 The	Corban	Debate:	Exploring	Jesus’	Opposition	to	Misused	Devotion	This	scholarly	work	discusses	various



interpretations	of	Jesus’	condemnation	of	Corban	throughout	history.	It	explores	how	different	Christian	traditions
have	understood	and	applied	this	teaching.	The	book	also	addresses	the	ongoing	relevance	of	Jesus’	message	for
challenging	empty	religious	rituals.
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