
math	talk	moves	poster
math	talk	moves	poster	is	an	essential	classroom	tool	designed	to	enhance	mathematical	discussions	and	deepen
students'	understanding	of	math	concepts.	This	poster	visually	outlines	key	strategies,	or	"talk	moves,"	that	teachers	and
students	can	use	to	engage	more	effectively	in	math	conversations.	Incorporating	a	math	talk	moves	poster	in
educational	settings	promotes	critical	thinking,	encourages	active	participation,	and	supports	the	development	of
mathematical	reasoning	skills.	By	using	this	visual	aid,	educators	can	create	a	more	collaborative	learning	environment
where	students	feel	comfortable	articulating	their	ideas	and	building	on	others’	thinking.	This	article	explores	the	purpose
and	benefits	of	a	math	talk	moves	poster,	details	the	common	types	of	talk	moves	included,	offers	guidance	on	effective
classroom	implementation,	and	discusses	how	to	create	or	select	a	high-quality	poster	to	optimize	learning	outcomes.
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Understanding	the	Purpose	of	a	Math	Talk	Moves	Poster
A	math	talk	moves	poster	serves	as	a	visual	guide	that	highlights	specific	conversational	strategies	to	support
meaningful	mathematical	discussions.	These	talk	moves	are	intentional	prompts	and	cues	that	encourage	students	to
explain	their	thinking,	listen	actively,	and	engage	with	the	ideas	of	their	peers.	The	poster	acts	as	a	constant	reference
point	during	lessons,	reminding	both	teachers	and	students	of	the	types	of	dialogue	that	promote	deeper	mathematical
understanding	and	reasoning.	It	helps	shift	classroom	culture	toward	valuing	communication	and	collaboration	as	integral
components	of	math	learning.

Common	Types	of	Math	Talk	Moves
Math	talk	moves	encompass	a	variety	of	strategies	designed	to	foster	productive	discourse.	A	well-crafted	math	talk
moves	poster	typically	includes	several	key	types	of	talk	moves	that	educators	can	use	to	prompt	and	sustain
conversations.	These	moves	help	students	clarify	their	thinking,	justify	their	reasoning,	and	build	on	others’	ideas.

Revoicing
Revoicing	involves	the	teacher	or	a	student	restating	or	paraphrasing	what	another	student	has	said	to	confirm
understanding	or	clarify	meaning.	This	move	encourages	students	to	listen	carefully	and	ensures	that	all	participants	are
on	the	same	page.

Asking	Students	to	Restate	Someone	Else’s	Reasoning
This	talk	move	promotes	active	listening	by	having	students	articulate	a	peer’s	explanation	in	their	own	words.	It
reinforces	comprehension	and	helps	the	class	engage	with	multiple	perspectives.

Prompting	for	Further	Participation
Encouraging	students	who	have	not	yet	contributed	to	share	their	thoughts	creates	an	inclusive	environment.	Teachers
might	use	prompts	like,	“Would	someone	else	like	to	add	on?”	to	invite	more	voices	into	the	discussion.

Encouraging	Students	to	Apply	Their	Own	Reasoning
This	move	asks	students	to	explain	why	they	agree	or	disagree	with	a	particular	solution,	fostering	critical	thinking	and
personal	engagement	with	the	material.

Using	Wait	Time
Allowing	students	time	to	think	before	responding	is	an	essential	talk	move	that	supports	deeper	processing	and	more
thoughtful	contributions.

Revoicing
Restating	someone	else’s	reasoning
Prompting	for	participation
Encouraging	justification
Allowing	wait	time

Benefits	of	Using	a	Math	Talk	Moves	Poster	in	the	Classroom



Implementing	a	math	talk	moves	poster	brings	multiple	advantages	to	the	teaching	and	learning	process.	It	supports	the
development	of	a	classroom	culture	where	mathematical	dialogue	is	normalized,	valued,	and	structured.	This	section
outlines	the	primary	benefits	of	using	such	a	poster.

Enhancing	Student	Communication	Skills
The	poster	provides	clear	language	and	strategies	that	help	students	articulate	their	reasoning	and	engage	with	others’
ideas,	improving	both	verbal	and	cognitive	communication	skills.

Promoting	Mathematical	Reasoning
By	encouraging	students	to	explain	and	justify	their	thinking,	the	talk	moves	help	deepen	understanding	and	foster
higher-order	thinking	skills	critical	for	problem	solving.

Supporting	Diverse	Learners
Visual	cues	and	explicit	talk	moves	assist	English	language	learners	and	students	with	learning	differences	by	providing
structured	ways	to	participate	and	access	content.

Facilitating	Teacher	Guidance
Teachers	can	use	the	poster	as	a	scaffold	to	model	effective	discourse,	monitor	student	participation,	and	guide
discussions	toward	productive	mathematical	outcomes.

Strategies	for	Implementing	a	Math	Talk	Moves	Poster	Effectively
Simply	displaying	a	math	talk	moves	poster	is	not	enough	to	transform	classroom	discourse.	Intentional	strategies	are
necessary	to	integrate	the	poster’s	content	into	everyday	teaching	practice.	This	section	presents	approaches	to
maximize	the	poster’s	impact.

Introduce	the	Poster	Explicitly
Begin	by	explaining	each	talk	move	to	students,	using	examples	and	modeling	how	to	use	them	during	math	discussions.
This	sets	clear	expectations	and	builds	familiarity.

Use	Consistent	Language
Teachers	should	incorporate	the	key	phrases	and	prompts	from	the	poster	into	oral	instructions	and	feedback	to	reinforce
the	talk	moves	as	part	of	the	classroom	routine.

Encourage	Student	Ownership
Invite	students	to	refer	to	the	poster	during	discussions,	self-monitor	their	use	of	talk	moves,	and	provide	peer	feedback
to	cultivate	a	collaborative	learning	environment.

Integrate	Talk	Moves	into	Assessment
Use	formative	assessment	techniques	that	evaluate	students’	use	of	talk	moves,	highlighting	the	importance	of
communication	alongside	mathematical	accuracy.

Adapt	for	Age	and	Ability	Levels
Modify	the	complexity	and	number	of	talk	moves	based	on	students’	developmental	stages	and	language	proficiency	to
ensure	accessibility	and	effectiveness.

Designing	and	Selecting	an	Effective	Math	Talk	Moves	Poster
Choosing	or	creating	a	math	talk	moves	poster	that	meets	classroom	needs	is	crucial	for	its	success.	Considerations
around	design,	content,	and	usability	affect	how	well	the	poster	supports	math	talk.

Clarity	and	Readability
The	poster	should	use	clear,	concise	language	and	readable	fonts.	Visual	hierarchy	with	headings	or	icons	can	help	users
quickly	locate	and	understand	each	talk	move.

Visual	Appeal
Engaging	colors	and	organized	layout	attract	attention	and	make	the	poster	a	welcoming	reference	tool.	However,	design



elements	should	not	distract	from	the	content.

Comprehensive	Content
An	effective	poster	includes	a	balanced	selection	of	talk	moves	that	address	different	aspects	of	discourse,	such	as
explanation,	questioning,	and	building	on	ideas.

Size	and	Placement
The	poster	should	be	large	enough	to	be	visible	from	all	parts	of	the	classroom	and	placed	in	a	location	where	students
and	teachers	can	easily	see	and	refer	to	it	during	lessons.

Customization	Options
Posters	that	allow	for	customization	or	addition	of	classroom-specific	examples	can	enhance	relevance	and	engagement,
supporting	tailored	instructional	goals.

1.	 Ensure	legibility	with	suitable	font	size	and	color	contrast
2.	 Include	definitions	or	examples	for	each	talk	move
3.	 Use	icons	or	visuals	to	reinforce	meaning
4.	 Position	poster	at	eye	level	for	students
5.	 Consider	laminated	or	durable	materials	for	longevity

Questions
What	is	a	math	talk	moves	poster?

A	math	talk	moves	poster	is	a	visual	aid	displayed	in	classrooms	to	encourage	productive	mathematical	discussions	by
highlighting	key	strategies	or	prompts	that	students	can	use	during	math	conversations.
Why	are	math	talk	moves	important	in	the	classroom?

Math	talk	moves	promote	student	engagement,	deepen	understanding,	and	develop	communication	skills	by
encouraging	students	to	explain	their	thinking,	ask	questions,	and	build	on	others'	ideas	during	math	discussions.
What	are	some	common	math	talk	moves	featured	on	posters?

Common	math	talk	moves	include	asking	students	to	explain	their	reasoning,	revoicing	or	repeating	someone’s	idea,
prompting	for	elaboration,	encouraging	students	to	agree	or	disagree	with	reasons,	and	inviting	others	to	add	on	to	a
thought.
How	can	teachers	use	a	math	talk	moves	poster	effectively?

Teachers	can	reference	the	poster	during	math	discussions	to	remind	students	of	effective	communication	strategies,
model	the	talk	moves,	and	create	a	classroom	culture	where	respectful	and	thoughtful	math	conversations	are	the	norm.
Where	can	I	find	printable	math	talk	moves	posters?

Printable	math	talk	moves	posters	can	be	found	on	educational	websites,	teacher	resource	platforms	like	Teachers	Pay
Teachers,	and	through	math	education	organizations	such	as	NCTM	(National	Council	of	Teachers	of	Mathematics).
Can	math	talk	moves	posters	be	adapted	for	different	grade	levels?

Yes,	math	talk	moves	posters	can	be	customized	to	suit	different	grade	levels	by	simplifying	language	for	younger
students	or	including	more	complex	prompts	for	older	students	to	encourage	deeper	mathematical	discourse.
How	do	math	talk	moves	posters	support	English	language	learners	(ELLs)?

Math	talk	moves	posters	provide	visual	cues	and	structured	language	supports	that	help	English	language	learners
participate	more	confidently	in	math	discussions	and	develop	both	language	and	math	skills	simultaneously.
Are	there	digital	versions	of	math	talk	moves	posters	available	for	virtual	classrooms?

Yes,	many	educators	and	organizations	offer	digital	math	talk	moves	posters	that	can	be	shared	on	virtual	learning
platforms,	allowing	teachers	to	incorporate	math	talk	strategies	in	remote	or	hybrid	learning	environments.

1.	 Accountable	Talk:	Classroom	Conversation	That	Works	This	book	explores	the	principles	and	practices	of
accountable	talk	in	the	classroom,	emphasizing	how	structured	mathematical	discussions	can	deepen	student
understanding.	It	provides	educators	with	strategies	to	promote	meaningful	dialogue	and	critical	thinking.	The
authors	highlight	the	importance	of	fostering	a	culture	where	students	listen	to,	respond	to,	and	build	on	each
other's	ideas.

2.	 Talk	Moves	in	Mathematics:	A	Teacher's	Guide	Focused	specifically	on	math	talk	moves,	this	guide	offers
practical	techniques	for	encouraging	student	participation	and	reasoning	during	math	discussions.	It	includes



examples	of	effective	questioning	and	prompts	that	help	students	articulate	their	thought	processes	clearly.
Teachers	will	find	tools	to	create	a	classroom	environment	that	values	collaborative	learning	and	communication.

3.	 Classroom	Discussions	in	Math:	A	Teacher's	Guide	for	Using	Talk	Moves	to	Support	Student	Learning	This
resource	presents	detailed	talk	moves	designed	to	support	productive	math	classroom	discussions.	It	explains
how	to	use	questioning	and	listening	strategies	to	engage	students	in	mathematical	reasoning.	The	book	also
addresses	common	challenges	teachers	face	and	suggests	ways	to	scaffold	conversations	for	diverse	learners.

4.	 Mathematical	Talk:	Developing	Reasoning	Through	Classroom	Discourse	This	book	delves	into	the	role	of
discourse	in	developing	students’	mathematical	reasoning	skills.	It	provides	research-based	approaches	to
facilitating	discussions	that	encourage	explanation,	justification,	and	argumentation.	Educators	will	learn	how	to
create	a	classroom	culture	where	talk	supports	deeper	conceptual	understanding.

5.	 Engaging	Students	in	Mathematical	Practices:	Talk	Moves	and	Discussion	Strategies	Highlighting	the	connection
between	talk	moves	and	the	Standards	for	Mathematical	Practice,	this	book	offers	strategies	for	engaging
students	in	authentic	mathematical	discourse.	It	provides	practical	examples	of	how	to	incorporate	talk	moves	to
encourage	problem-solving	and	reasoning.	The	book	serves	as	a	valuable	tool	for	teachers	aiming	to	improve
student	engagement	and	communication.

6.	 Supporting	English	Learners	in	Math	Talk:	Strategies	for	Multilingual	Classrooms	Designed	for	educators	working
with	English	learners,	this	book	focuses	on	adapting	math	talk	moves	to	support	language	development
alongside	math	learning.	It	offers	techniques	to	scaffold	discussions	and	make	math	talk	accessible	to	all
students.	The	book	emphasizes	culturally	responsive	teaching	and	inclusive	communication	practices.

7.	 Building	Mathematical	Discourse	Communities:	Techniques	and	Practices	This	book	examines	how	to	foster	a
classroom	environment	where	students	confidently	share	and	challenge	mathematical	ideas.	It	presents
strategies	for	building	discourse	communities	that	support	collaboration	and	critical	thinking.	Teachers	will	find
guidance	on	creating	norms	and	routines	that	promote	respectful	and	productive	math	talk.

8.	 Questioning	for	Math	Talk:	Enhancing	Student	Thinking	and	Communication	Focusing	on	the	art	of	questioning,
this	book	provides	educators	with	a	repertoire	of	questions	designed	to	stimulate	rich	mathematical
conversations.	It	explains	how	purposeful	questioning	can	elicit	deeper	thinking	and	encourage	students	to
explain	their	reasoning.	The	book	also	offers	advice	on	responding	to	student	answers	to	keep	discussions
moving	forward.

9.	 Facilitating	Mathematical	Discussions:	A	Practical	Guide	for	Teachers	This	practical	guide	offers	step-by-step
strategies	for	leading	effective	math	discussions	using	talk	moves.	It	includes	tips	on	managing	group	dynamics,
encouraging	participation,	and	assessing	student	understanding	through	dialogue.	The	book	is	ideal	for	teachers
seeking	to	enhance	their	facilitation	skills	and	promote	a	communicative	math	classroom.
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