
become	a	teacher	in	tennessee
become	a	teacher	in	tennessee	is	a	rewarding	career	path	for	individuals	passionate	about	education	and	shaping
future	generations.	Tennessee	offers	a	structured	pathway	for	aspiring	educators,	ensuring	they	meet	state	standards
and	are	well-prepared	for	the	classroom	environment.	This	article	provides	a	comprehensive	guide	on	how	to	become	a
teacher	in	Tennessee,	covering	educational	requirements,	certification	processes,	and	alternative	routes	to	licensure.
Additionally,	it	addresses	key	topics	such	as	background	checks,	professional	development,	and	job	opportunities.
Whether	pursuing	traditional	or	non-traditional	routes,	understanding	the	steps	involved	is	crucial	for	a	successful
teaching	career	in	Tennessee.	The	following	sections	will	detail	the	essential	requirements	and	procedures	to	help
prospective	teachers	navigate	the	certification	landscape	with	confidence.

Educational	Requirements	for	Tennessee	Teachers
Teacher	Certification	Process	in	Tennessee
Alternative	Routes	to	Become	a	Teacher	in	Tennessee
Background	Checks	and	Application	Procedures
Continuing	Education	and	Professional	Development
Teaching	Job	Opportunities	and	Salary	Expectations

Educational	Requirements	for	Tennessee	Teachers
To	become	a	teacher	in	Tennessee,	candidates	must	first	meet	specific	educational	prerequisites.	The	state	mandates
that	aspiring	teachers	hold	at	least	a	bachelor’s	degree	from	an	accredited	institution.	This	degree	should	ideally	be	in
education	or	a	closely	related	field,	depending	on	the	teaching	area.	Tennessee	emphasizes	the	importance	of	content
knowledge	and	pedagogical	skills,	which	are	typically	gained	through	a	teacher	preparation	program.

Bachelor’s	Degree	and	Teacher	Preparation	Program
A	bachelor’s	degree	is	the	foundational	requirement	for	teaching	licensure	in	Tennessee.	Candidates	must	complete	an
approved	teacher	preparation	program,	which	includes	coursework	in	educational	theory,	instructional	strategies,	and
student	assessment.	These	programs	also	incorporate	supervised	student	teaching	experiences,	providing	practical
classroom	exposure	under	the	mentorship	of	experienced	educators.

Subject	Area	Specialization
Teachers	in	Tennessee	are	certified	in	specific	subject	areas	or	grade	levels.	Therefore,	it	is	essential	to	specialize	in	a
particular	content	area	such	as	elementary	education,	secondary	math,	science,	or	special	education.	The	choice	of
specialization	influences	the	certification	tests	and	endorsement	requirements	candidates	must	fulfill.

Teacher	Certification	Process	in	Tennessee
The	certification	process	to	become	a	teacher	in	Tennessee	involves	several	steps	designed	to	verify	candidates'
qualifications	and	readiness.	The	Tennessee	Department	of	Education	oversees	licensure,	ensuring	all	educators	meet
state	standards	before	entering	public	schools.

Types	of	Teaching	Licenses
Tennessee	offers	multiple	license	types	based	on	experience	and	education	level.	These	include:

Initial	License:	For	new	teachers	who	have	completed	their	preparation	program	but	have	less	than	three	years
of	teaching	experience.
Professional	License:	For	educators	with	at	least	three	years	of	teaching	experience	and	completion	of
required	professional	development.
Lifetime	License:	Granted	to	teachers	with	ten	years	of	experience	and	additional	qualifications,	providing
permanent	certification.

Certification	Examinations
Passing	required	exams	is	a	key	component	of	the	certification	process.	Tennessee	mandates	that	candidates	pass	the
Praxis	Core	Academic	Skills	for	Educators	tests	to	demonstrate	proficiency	in	reading,	writing,	and	mathematics.
Additionally,	subject-specific	Praxis	exams	assess	content	knowledge	relevant	to	the	candidate’s	teaching	endorsement.

Application	Submission
After	completing	education	and	passing	exams,	candidates	must	submit	an	application	through	the	Tennessee
Department	of	Education’s	online	licensure	system.	This	application	includes	official	transcripts,	test	scores,	and



documentation	of	teacher	preparation	program	completion.

Alternative	Routes	to	Become	a	Teacher	in	Tennessee
Tennessee	recognizes	that	many	individuals	may	enter	the	teaching	profession	through	non-traditional	pathways.
Alternative	routes	accommodate	career	changers	and	those	with	subject-matter	expertise	who	have	not	completed
conventional	teacher	preparation	programs.

Residency	Licensure	Program
The	Tennessee	Residency	Licensure	Program	allows	candidates	to	teach	full-time	under	supervision	while	completing
certification	requirements.	This	pathway	is	designed	for	individuals	who	hold	a	bachelor’s	degree	but	have	not	yet
completed	a	teacher	preparation	program.

Teach	for	America	and	Other	Programs
Programs	like	Teach	for	America	provide	alternative	certification	opportunities	in	Tennessee.	Participants	receive
intensive	training	and	mentorship	while	teaching	in	high-need	schools,	with	the	goal	of	earning	full	licensure	upon
program	completion.

Background	Checks	and	Application	Procedures
Ensuring	the	safety	of	students	is	a	priority	in	Tennessee’s	certification	process.	All	candidates	must	undergo
comprehensive	background	checks	before	receiving	licensure.

Fingerprinting	and	Criminal	History	Check
Tennessee	requires	fingerprint-based	criminal	background	checks	as	part	of	the	licensure	application.	This	process	helps
identify	any	past	offenses	that	may	disqualify	an	individual	from	teaching	in	public	schools.

Additional	Documentation
Applicants	must	provide	proof	of	identity,	complete	the	required	forms	accurately,	and	may	be	subject	to	further
screening	depending	on	local	district	policies.	Timely	and	thorough	submission	of	all	materials	expedites	the	certification
process.

Continuing	Education	and	Professional	Development
Maintaining	teaching	licensure	in	Tennessee	involves	ongoing	professional	development.	The	state	encourages	educators
to	continuously	improve	their	skills	and	stay	current	with	educational	best	practices.

Renewal	Requirements
Professional	and	lifetime	licenses	require	renewal	every	five	years.	Teachers	must	complete	a	specified	number	of
continuing	education	units	(CEUs)	or	professional	development	hours	during	the	renewal	period.	These	activities	may
include	workshops,	graduate	courses,	or	in-service	training.

Advancement	Opportunities
Engaging	in	continuing	education	can	lead	to	career	advancement,	such	as	moving	into	administrative	roles,	curriculum
development,	or	specialized	instructional	positions.	Tennessee	supports	teachers	in	pursuing	advanced	degrees	and
certifications	to	enhance	their	professional	growth.

Teaching	Job	Opportunities	and	Salary	Expectations
Tennessee	offers	diverse	employment	opportunities	for	qualified	teachers	across	urban,	suburban,	and	rural	districts.
Demand	varies	by	subject	area	and	geographic	location,	with	high-need	fields	such	as	special	education,	STEM,	and	ESL
often	offering	additional	incentives.

Job	Search	Strategies
Prospective	teachers	should	utilize	school	district	websites,	job	fairs,	and	education	job	boards	to	identify	openings.
Networking	with	education	professionals	and	joining	state	teaching	organizations	can	also	facilitate	job	placement.

Salary	and	Benefits
The	average	salary	for	teachers	in	Tennessee	depends	on	experience,	education	level,	and	district.	Entry-level	teachers



typically	earn	competitive	starting	salaries,	which	increase	with	experience	and	additional	qualifications.	Benefits	often
include	health	insurance,	retirement	plans,	and	paid	leave,	making	teaching	in	Tennessee	a	stable	and	rewarding
profession.

1.	 Complete	a	bachelor’s	degree	and	teacher	preparation	program.
2.	 Pass	required	Praxis	examinations.
3.	 Submit	licensure	application	and	undergo	background	checks.
4.	 Consider	alternative	licensure	routes	if	applicable.
5.	 Engage	in	continuing	education	to	maintain	and	advance	licensure.
6.	 Explore	job	opportunities	and	understand	salary	expectations.

Questions
What	are	the	basic	requirements	to	become	a	teacher	in	Tennessee?

To	become	a	teacher	in	Tennessee,	you	need	to	have	a	bachelor's	degree,	complete	an	approved	teacher	preparation
program,	and	pass	the	required	licensure	exams.
How	do	I	get	a	teaching	license	in	Tennessee?

You	must	apply	through	the	Tennessee	Department	of	Education,	submit	your	transcripts	and	exam	scores,	and	meet	all
certification	requirements	to	obtain	a	teaching	license.
Are	there	alternative	routes	to	becoming	a	teacher	in	Tennessee?

Yes,	Tennessee	offers	alternative	licensure	programs	such	as	the	Tennessee	Teaching	Residency	and	the	Troops	to
Teachers	program	for	candidates	who	have	a	bachelor's	degree	but	did	not	complete	a	traditional	teacher	preparation
program.
What	exams	do	I	need	to	pass	to	become	a	certified	teacher	in	Tennessee?

Candidates	must	pass	the	Praxis	Core	Academic	Skills	exams	(or	qualify	for	an	exemption),	as	well	as	Praxis	Subject
Assessments	relevant	to	the	teaching	area	they	wish	to	pursue.
Can	I	teach	in	Tennessee	with	an	out-of-state	teaching	license?

Tennessee	may	grant	reciprocity	for	out-of-state	teaching	licenses,	but	you	will	need	to	apply	for	licensure	by
endorsement	and	meet	specific	requirements	set	by	the	Tennessee	Department	of	Education.

1.	 Becoming	a	Teacher	in	Tennessee:	A	Comprehensive	Guide	This	book	offers	an	in-depth	overview	of	the	steps
required	to	become	a	licensed	teacher	in	Tennessee.	It	covers	everything	from	educational	requirements	and
testing	to	certification	processes	and	classroom	management	strategies.	Perfect	for	aspiring	educators	seeking
clear	guidance	tailored	to	Tennessee's	standards.

2.	 Tennessee	Educator	Preparation:	Navigating	the	Path	to	Certification	Focused	specifically	on	Tennessee's
certification	requirements,	this	resource	breaks	down	the	different	teaching	licenses	and	endorsements	available.
Readers	will	find	detailed	explanations	of	Praxis	tests,	background	checks,	and	professional	development
expectations.	It’s	an	essential	handbook	for	those	preparing	to	enter	the	Tennessee	teaching	profession.

3.	 Classroom	Success	in	Tennessee:	Strategies	for	New	Teachers	This	book	provides	practical	advice	and	proven
strategies	for	new	teachers	working	in	Tennessee	schools.	Topics	include	lesson	planning,	student	engagement,
and	adapting	to	Tennessee’s	curriculum	standards.	It’s	a	helpful	companion	for	educators	transitioning	from
theory	to	practice.

4.	 Tennessee	Teacher’s	Handbook:	Policies,	Procedures,	and	Best	Practices	A	thorough	reference	guide	outlining	the
policies	and	procedures	unique	to	Tennessee's	public	schools.	It	includes	sections	on	state	education	laws,
teacher	rights,	and	responsibilities.	This	handbook	is	valuable	for	both	pre-service	and	current	teachers	wanting
to	stay	informed.

5.	 Preparing	for	the	Praxis	in	Tennessee:	Essential	Study	Guide	Tailored	for	Tennessee	teaching	candidates,	this
study	guide	focuses	on	the	Praxis	exams	required	for	licensure.	It	offers	practice	questions,	test-taking	strategies,
and	content	reviews	aligned	with	Tennessee’s	standards.	An	indispensable	tool	for	prospective	teachers	aiming
to	pass	their	certification	tests.

6.	 Culturally	Responsive	Teaching	in	Tennessee	Classrooms	This	book	explores	the	importance	of	cultural
responsiveness	in	teaching	within	Tennessee’s	diverse	communities.	It	provides	educators	with	strategies	for
inclusivity,	equity,	and	understanding	student	backgrounds.	Ideal	for	teachers	committed	to	fostering	an
inclusive	learning	environment.

7.	 Mentoring	New	Teachers	in	Tennessee:	Building	a	Supportive	Community	Highlighting	Tennessee’s	mentoring
programs,	this	book	discusses	how	experienced	educators	can	support	new	teachers’	growth.	It	includes	best
practices	for	mentorship,	feedback,	and	professional	collaboration.	A	great	resource	for	mentors	and	mentees
alike.



8.	 Special	Education	in	Tennessee:	A	Guide	for	Teachers	This	guide	addresses	the	specific	requirements	and
challenges	of	special	education	in	Tennessee	schools.	It	covers	Individualized	Education	Programs	(IEPs),	state
laws,	and	effective	teaching	methods	for	diverse	learners.	Essential	reading	for	teachers	entering	or	working	in
special	education.

9.	 Technology	Integration	for	Tennessee	Educators	Focusing	on	the	integration	of	technology	in	Tennessee
classrooms,	this	book	offers	practical	tips	and	tools	for	enhancing	instruction.	It	discusses	state	initiatives
supporting	digital	learning	and	ways	to	engage	students	using	technology.	Perfect	for	teachers	looking	to
modernize	their	teaching	practices.

Related	Articles
become	a	barre	instructor
becky	tuttle	political	party
beer	in	chinese	language

https://mc.afmonline.org

https://mc.afmonline.org/archive-library-102/become-a-barre-instructor
https://mc.afmonline.org/archive-library-102/becky-tuttle-political-party
https://mc.afmonline.org/archive-library-102/beer-in-chinese-language

