
become	a	teacher	in	maryland
become	a	teacher	in	maryland	is	a	rewarding	career	choice	for	individuals	passionate	about	education	and	student
development.	Maryland	offers	a	structured	pathway	for	aspiring	educators	to	obtain	certification	and	begin	their	teaching
careers	in	public	or	private	schools.	This	comprehensive	guide	covers	essential	steps	such	as	educational	requirements,
certification	processes,	alternative	routes,	and	professional	development	opportunities	within	the	state.	Understanding
these	components	is	crucial	for	meeting	Maryland’s	standards	and	successfully	entering	the	teaching	profession.
Whether	you	are	a	recent	graduate	or	considering	a	career	change,	this	article	provides	detailed	information	on	how	to
navigate	the	requirements	and	opportunities	to	become	a	licensed	teacher	in	Maryland.
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Educational	Requirements	for	Maryland	Teachers
To	become	a	teacher	in	Maryland,	candidates	must	meet	specific	educational	prerequisites	established	by	the	Maryland
State	Department	of	Education	(MSDE).	These	foundational	requirements	ensure	that	teachers	possess	the	necessary
knowledge	and	skills	to	deliver	quality	instruction.

Bachelor’s	Degree
A	minimum	of	a	bachelor’s	degree	from	a	regionally	accredited	institution	is	mandatory.	The	degree	should	ideally	focus
on	education	or	a	subject	matter	relevant	to	the	intended	teaching	field,	such	as	mathematics,	science,	English,	or	social
studies.

Completion	of	an	Approved	Teacher	Preparation	Program
Candidates	must	complete	a	state-approved	teacher	preparation	program.	These	programs	provide	coursework	in
pedagogy,	curriculum	development,	classroom	management,	and	student	assessment,	along	with	supervised	student
teaching	experiences.

Student	Teaching	Experience
Hands-on	experience	through	student	teaching	is	a	critical	component.	Maryland	requires	candidates	to	complete	a
supervised	practicum,	allowing	them	to	apply	theoretical	knowledge	in	real	classroom	settings	under	the	guidance	of
experienced	educators.

Maryland	Teacher	Certification	Process
The	certification	process	formalizes	the	qualifications	needed	to	teach	in	Maryland	public	schools.	It	involves	submitting
documentation,	passing	assessments,	and	obtaining	the	appropriate	teaching	credentials.

Applying	for	Certification
Prospective	teachers	must	apply	through	the	Maryland	State	Department	of	Education’s	certification	portal.	The
application	requires	proof	of	education,	completion	of	teacher	preparation	programs,	and	verification	of	student	teaching.

Required	Examinations
Maryland	requires	candidates	to	pass	specific	exams	to	demonstrate	content	knowledge	and	teaching	skills.	The	Praxis
series	is	commonly	used,	including	Praxis	Core	Academic	Skills	for	Educators	for	basic	skills	and	Praxis	Subject
Assessments	aligned	with	the	candidate’s	teaching	area.

Types	of	Teaching	Certificates
Maryland	offers	several	types	of	teaching	certificates	depending	on	the	candidate’s	qualifications	and	experience:

Standard	Professional	Certificate:	For	fully	qualified	teachers	with	completed	preparation	and	exams.
Provisional	Certificate:	Issued	to	candidates	who	have	completed	education	requirements	but	need	to	fulfill
exam	or	other	conditions.
Temporary	Certificate:	For	individuals	teaching	under	special	circumstances	or	emergency	situations.



Alternative	Routes	to	Teacher	Certification
Maryland	provides	alternative	certification	pathways	for	individuals	who	hold	a	bachelor’s	degree	but	did	not	complete	a
traditional	teacher	preparation	program.	These	routes	help	meet	teacher	demand	in	high-need	areas.

Maryland	Approved	Alternative	Preparation	Programs
These	programs	allow	candidates	to	work	as	teachers	while	completing	certification	requirements.	Participants	receive
mentoring,	professional	development,	and	coursework	tailored	to	their	certification	areas.

Transition	to	Teaching	Program
This	program	targets	mid-career	professionals	and	recent	graduates	with	subject	matter	expertise.	It	combines
classroom	experience	with	pedagogical	training	and	leads	to	full	certification	upon	successful	completion.

Certification	Through	National	Board	Certification
Experienced	teachers	who	achieve	National	Board	Certification	may	qualify	for	Maryland	certification	based	on	their
credentials,	providing	an	expedited	path	to	recognition	within	the	state.

Background	Checks	and	Legal	Requirements
Ensuring	the	safety	and	well-being	of	students	is	paramount	in	Maryland’s	certification	process.	All	prospective	teachers
must	comply	with	legal	prerequisites	before	obtaining	or	renewing	certification.

Criminal	Background	Checks
Maryland	requires	candidates	to	undergo	thorough	criminal	background	investigations,	including	fingerprinting	through
the	FBI	and	Maryland	Department	of	Public	Safety	and	Correctional	Services.	Clearances	must	be	submitted	with
certification	applications.

Child	Abuse	Clearance
In	addition	to	criminal	history,	candidates	must	provide	evidence	of	child	abuse	clearance	to	ensure	eligibility	to	work
with	minors	within	school	environments.

Health	and	Immunization	Requirements
Teachers	may	be	required	to	provide	health	records	or	proof	of	immunizations	as	part	of	employment	and	certification
compliance,	adhering	to	local	public	health	regulations.

Professional	Development	and	Continuing	Education
Maryland	emphasizes	ongoing	professional	growth	for	teachers	to	maintain	certification	and	stay	current	with
educational	best	practices.

Renewal	of	Teaching	Certificate
Teachers	must	renew	their	certificates	periodically,	typically	every	five	years.	Renewal	requirements	include	completing
continuing	professional	development	(CPD)	hours	and	demonstrating	effective	teaching	practices.

Approved	Professional	Development	Activities
Professional	development	may	include	workshops,	graduate	courses,	conferences,	and	in-service	training	approved	by
MSDE.	These	activities	enhance	instructional	skills	and	knowledge	of	state	curriculum	standards.

Advanced	Degrees	and	Certifications
Many	teachers	pursue	master’s	degrees,	National	Board	Certification,	or	additional	endorsements	to	broaden	their
expertise	and	improve	career	prospects	within	Maryland	schools.

Job	Outlook	and	Opportunities	for	Teachers	in	Maryland
The	demand	for	qualified	teachers	in	Maryland	remains	steady,	with	opportunities	available	across	various	grade	levels
and	subject	areas.	Understanding	the	job	market	helps	prospective	educators	align	their	preparation	with	regional	needs.

High-Need	Subject	Areas



Maryland	identifies	several	high-need	areas	where	teacher	shortages	are	prevalent,	such	as	special	education,
mathematics,	science,	and	bilingual	education.	Candidates	certified	in	these	fields	may	find	enhanced	employment
prospects	and	incentives.

Employment	Settings
Teachers	in	Maryland	can	work	in	public,	private,	and	charter	schools.	Public	school	positions	require	state	certification,
whereas	private	schools	may	have	varying	requirements,	sometimes	recognizing	alternative	credentials.

Salary	Expectations	and	Benefits
Maryland	offers	competitive	salaries	for	teachers,	which	vary	by	district,	experience,	and	education	level.	Teachers	also
benefit	from	state	retirement	plans,	health	insurance,	and	other	professional	supports.

1.	 Obtain	a	bachelor’s	degree	from	an	accredited	institution.
2.	 Complete	a	Maryland-approved	teacher	preparation	program.
3.	 Pass	required	certification	exams	such	as	Praxis.
4.	 Submit	a	certification	application	with	all	necessary	documentation.
5.	 Complete	background	checks	and	legal	clearances.
6.	 Engage	in	continuing	education	for	certificate	renewal.

Questions
What	are	the	basic	requirements	to	become	a	teacher	in	Maryland?

To	become	a	teacher	in	Maryland,	you	must	have	a	bachelor's	degree	from	an	accredited	institution,	complete	an
approved	teacher	preparation	program,	pass	required	certification	exams,	and	apply	for	certification	through	the
Maryland	State	Department	of	Education	(MSDE).
What	types	of	teaching	certificates	are	available	in	Maryland?

Maryland	offers	several	types	of	teaching	certificates	including	the	Standard	Professional	Certificate,	Provisional
Certificate,	and	Temporary	Certificate.	The	Standard	Professional	Certificate	is	the	most	common	and	requires
completion	of	all	preparation	and	testing	requirements.
How	do	I	apply	for	teacher	certification	in	Maryland?

You	can	apply	for	teacher	certification	in	Maryland	online	through	the	MSDE	Educator	Certification	and	Program	Approval
System	(ECPAS).	You	will	need	to	submit	transcripts,	test	scores,	and	verification	of	completed	teacher	preparation
programs.
What	exams	are	required	to	become	a	certified	teacher	in	Maryland?

Prospective	teachers	in	Maryland	must	pass	the	Praxis	Core	Academic	Skills	for	Educators	exams	in	reading,	writing,	and
math,	as	well	as	the	Praxis	Subject	Assessments	for	their	specific	teaching	area.
Can	I	become	a	teacher	in	Maryland	with	an	out-of-state	teaching	license?

Yes,	Maryland	offers	reciprocity	for	out-of-state	teachers.	You	must	submit	your	out-of-state	credentials	for	review	and
may	need	to	complete	additional	requirements	such	as	passing	Maryland	certification	exams	or	completing	a	Maryland-
approved	teacher	preparation	program.
Are	there	alternative	routes	to	becoming	a	teacher	in	Maryland?

Yes,	Maryland	offers	alternative	certification	programs	such	as	the	Maryland	Approved	Alternative	Preparation	Program
(MAAPP)	for	individuals	who	have	a	bachelor's	degree	but	have	not	completed	a	traditional	teacher	preparation	program.
What	resources	are	available	for	new	teachers	in	Maryland?

New	teachers	in	Maryland	can	access	mentorship	programs,	professional	development	workshops,	and	support	networks
through	the	Maryland	State	Department	of	Education	and	local	school	districts	to	assist	with	classroom	management	and
instructional	strategies.

1.	 Maryland	Teacher	Certification	Guide:	Navigating	Your	Path	to	the	Classroom	This	comprehensive	guide	offers
detailed	information	about	the	certification	process	in	Maryland.	It	covers	requirements,	exams,	and	application
procedures,	helping	aspiring	teachers	understand	each	step	toward	becoming	certified.	The	book	also	includes
tips	for	preparing	for	the	Praxis	tests	and	advice	on	maintaining	certification	once	obtained.

2.	 Effective	Teaching	Strategies	for	Maryland	Educators	Focused	on	practical	classroom	techniques,	this	book
provides	strategies	tailored	to	Maryland’s	educational	standards.	It	includes	lesson	planning,	student
engagement	methods,	and	classroom	management	tips	suitable	for	diverse	learning	environments.	Teachers	will
find	valuable	insights	to	enhance	their	instructional	skills	and	meet	state	curriculum	goals.



3.	 The	Maryland	Educator’s	Handbook:	Policies,	Standards,	and	Best	Practices	This	handbook	outlines	the	key
policies	and	standards	that	Maryland	teachers	must	adhere	to.	It	offers	guidance	on	ethical	practices,	student
rights,	and	professional	responsibilities	within	Maryland	schools.	The	book	is	an	essential	resource	for
understanding	the	legal	and	professional	framework	of	teaching	in	the	state.

4.	 Praxis	Core	and	Praxis	II	Preparation	for	Maryland	Teacher	Candidates	Designed	specifically	for	Maryland	teacher
candidates,	this	study	guide	prepares	readers	for	the	Praxis	Core	and	Praxis	II	exams.	It	features	practice
questions,	test-taking	strategies,	and	subject-specific	content	reviews.	The	book	aims	to	boost	confidence	and
improve	test	performance	for	those	seeking	certification.

5.	 Classroom	Diversity	and	Inclusion	in	Maryland	Schools	This	book	explores	the	challenges	and	opportunities	of
teaching	in	Maryland’s	diverse	classrooms.	It	provides	culturally	responsive	teaching	strategies	and	addresses
equity	issues	relevant	to	the	state’s	student	population.	Educators	will	learn	how	to	create	inclusive
environments	that	support	all	learners.

6.	 Understanding	Maryland	Curriculum	Frameworks:	A	Teacher’s	Guide	Offering	a	clear	explanation	of	Maryland’s
curriculum	frameworks,	this	guide	helps	teachers	align	their	instruction	with	state	standards.	It	breaks	down	the
objectives	for	various	grade	levels	and	subjects,	facilitating	effective	lesson	planning.	The	book	is	a	valuable	tool
for	new	and	experienced	teachers	aiming	to	meet	state	expectations.

7.	 Building	a	Successful	Teaching	Career	in	Maryland:	Tips	and	Insights	This	career-focused	book	provides	advice	on
job	searching,	interviewing,	and	professional	development	specific	to	Maryland	educators.	It	includes	insights	on
navigating	school	districts,	understanding	salary	schedules,	and	advancing	within	the	state’s	education	system.
Readers	will	find	practical	guidance	for	long-term	career	success.

8.	 Maryland	Special	Education	Teacher’s	Resource	Targeted	at	those	pursuing	special	education	certification	in
Maryland,	this	resource	covers	legal	requirements,	instructional	strategies,	and	assessment	methods.	It
addresses	the	unique	needs	of	students	with	disabilities	and	offers	support	for	compliance	with	state	and	federal
laws.	The	book	is	essential	for	educators	dedicated	to	special	education.

9.	 Technology	Integration	in	Maryland	Classrooms:	A	Teacher’s	Handbook	This	handbook	focuses	on	incorporating
technology	into	teaching	practices	in	Maryland	schools.	It	reviews	available	digital	tools,	state	technology
standards,	and	methods	to	enhance	student	learning	through	technology.	Teachers	will	gain	practical	advice	on
creating	interactive	and	tech-savvy	lessons	aligned	with	Maryland’s	educational	goals.
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